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FROM THE BISHOP - 


1] June, 1978 


Dear Flock & Friends, a | 
This letter covers major diocesan events and part of my work in Feb.-May, 1978. 


1. The late Hon. Mr. Ma Shou-Wa & the Rey. Dr. Timothy Yeh. 


Mr. Ma Shou-wa, an eminent layman in our diocese and a member of St. John’s 
Cathedral, died in Jan. and a Memorial Service for him was held at the Cathedral on 
Feb. 14. Mr Ma served as the Chief Judge of our Diocesan Ecclesiastical Court for many 
years. 

The Rev. Theodore Yeh, the first Vicar of St. John’s Cathedral from 1954-56, died 
in California last December at age 59, and a Memorial Service was held on May 4, 
Ascension Day. he 

May they rest in peace. 

2. Seminar on Chinese Theological Education. 

The Board of Tainan Theological College asked me to be their representative at a 
Seminar on Chinese Theological Education held at Kaoshiung on Feb. 13-16. Theological 
educators from all parts of S.E. Asia attended. It was good to see some old friends, 
especially colleagues from Hong Kong, and meet many new younger Chinese theologians 
who are well-trained and are most enthusiastic in their work The lectures were inform- 
ative and full of ideas, and I] was glad to be able to learn much from them. 

3. Taiwan Inter-Faith Fellowship met with Cardinal Sergio Pignedoli. 

On March 6, a group of leaders of various religions in Taiwan were invited by the 
Catholic East Asian Spiritual Life Study Centre near Fu-Yen University, to meet with 
Cardinal Pignedoli, Chairman of the Secretariat for the non-Christians Religions at the 
Vatican. We heard a brief talk from him encouraging more dialogue and cooperation 
among the world’s religions, and had a long and lively discussion together. 

4. Confirmations and Sermons 

Confirmations were held at St. Mark’s, Pingtung, on Jan 29, at Advent Church, 
Hsinpu on March 19, at Good Shepherd Church, Shihlin, on March 26, and at Grace 
Church, Tainan, on May 14. 

Besides the confirmations, I also preached at the Cathedral English Service on Feb. 
12 & March 5, at the Chinese Theological Education Seminar on Feb. 14, at the 
Diocesan Lay Training class on Feb. 26, at Tainan Theological College to the Faculty 
on March 16, at Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic on April 2, at the Cathedral on May 
7, and at the Cathedral’s English Service on May 28. 


a 


5. Meeting of Overseas Bishops at Santo Domingo. 

The Overseas Bishops’ meeting this year was held at Santo Domingo, capital of the 
Dominican Republic, on March 29-April 6, together with a Seminar on World Mission. So 
we combined business meetings with lectures and discussions on Partners-in-Mission, the 


Mission of the Church in the 1980’s etc. Our block grant from ECUSA this year is 
$ 73,000.00 


After the meeting I had 3 days with my children and grandchild in the U.S.A. 

6. Clergy Retreat at the Pescadores ‘ 

For the first time our Annual Clergy Retreat met on April 17-19 outside the big 
island of Taiwan at the Pescadores, an offshore island + hour away by plane. The speakers 
were all our own clergy. The subjects were all related to Spirituality. We also had 
discussions on the Mission of the Taiwan Episcopal Church in the 1980’s, House Churc- 
hes, the use of Auxiliary clergy, qualifications for the new bishop, etc. 

7. Joint Christian Service of Thanksgiving for the new President & Vice-President 

On March 20 at 7:30 p.m. at the Auditoriuim of the Taipei First Girls’ High School, 
all the Protestant churches in Taiwan held a Service of. Thanksgiving for our new Pres- 


ident, Mr. Chiang Ching Kuo and Vice-President, Mr. Hsieh Tung-min. Nearly 
5000 atterned, The Service was opened and closed by Episcopalians, with F.T.Ley’s 


Chairman’s remarks and the bishop’s blessing respectively. The Sermon was preached 
by the Superintendent of the Lutheran church. Rev. Chou Ching-foo. 

On Sunday the 21st, all our churches in Taiwan prayed for the new President & 
Vice-President. 

We also wished a long and happy retirement for the out-going President, Mr. C.K. 
Yen, a fellow Johannean. 

8. Visitors 
We welcomed the following visitors to our Diocese: —— 

Rev. & Mrs. Woodworth of the Church of Ireland on Jan. 25, 

Canon P.Y. Cheung, our Commissary in Hong Kong, on Jan. 26. 

Rev. & Mrs. Leung Chi Ling from Hong Kong on Jan. 30. 

Mr. T. Arai, Educ ation Secretary of the CCA on Jan 31. 

Dr. Albert Seely of the United Board for Christian Higher Education on Feb. 3. 

Bishop Harold Gosnell of Venture-in-Mission on Feb. 15. 

Bishop Porfirio de la Cruz, Coordinating officer of CCEA, on Feb. 21. 

Rev Peter Dawson, Overseas Secretary of the Australian C.M.S. on March 4. 

Mr. & Mrs. Brawley of the Diocese of N. Carolina on March 12. 

Mr. & Mrs. Ong Hoo Kim of St. Paul’s Church, Penang, on April 2. 

Rev. Simon Chin & family from Beaufort, Sabah, on April 25. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Ma Padua of St. Peter’s Church, Manila, on May 1. 

Rev. & Mrs. Frank Mar from Chinese Presbyterian church, Oakland, May 20. 
Wishing you a restful and enjoyable summer holiday and come back refreshed and 


strengthened for more service to the Church. 
Your affectionate bishop, 
+James Pong 
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COMMISSION FROM CHRIST 


(Abbreviated version of a talk given by Rev. R. W. Taylor at the June lay training 
seminars. ) 

“It is not a sanctuary lamp but a street light that the Church represents.” So wrote 
D. T. Niles, the famous theologian from Sri Lanka. In these words he stressed the 
priority of evangelism in the life of the Church. It was with a call to evangelism that 
Jesus ascended to his Father; therefore these are words we cannot afford to neglect. Let 
us study his words in Matthew 28:18-20. TF 


1. JESUS’ AUTHORITY 


“] have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.” We can see his authority 
in his healing the sick, driving out demons, teaching as no one had ever taught before. 
Even his presence itself spoke of his authority, and the soldiers who went to arrest him 
at first drew back in terror. When he walked this earth, his authority was clearly seen. 

This authority does not come from himself; it has been given to him by the Father. 
Although he has ascended, he continues to hold his authority. It is an authority over 
history: we can trace his presence in the unfolding of events down the centuries. Even the 
last chapter of history will be written at his dictation. We also see his authority over 
the Church; for it is his Body, and he is the Head of the Body. It is with such authority 
that he commands us to do the work of evangelism. Dare we ignore his command? 


2. OUR MiSSION 


Jesus makes three statements which we should examine carefully: 
(1) “Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples.” 
(a) This speaks first of our authority. The word “then” or “therefore” refers back 
to the previous statement. Our authority derives from that of Jesus. We recall 
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his words in John 20:21: “As the Father sent me, so I send you”, Like Jesus, we 
are given authority. 

(b) It speaks also of our methed. Jesus says “Go”. Some people imagine that “evan- 
gelism” means putting up a big notice outside the church and waiting for people 
to come. But Jesus tells us to go to people where they are. 

(c) It speaks, thirdly, of our scope. We are to go to “all peoples”. Jesus established 
the programme in Acts 1:8, and, despite periods of disobedience and hesitation, 
the Church has carried it out. Today there are people in all lands who call them- 
selves Christians. Such is the rapidity of population growth, however, that there 
are more unevangelized in the world today than ever before. With this world- 
wide picture in our minds, we are to go to the place where God calls us, whether 
in our own country or elsewhere, 

(d) It speaks, finally, of our task. We are to make people into Jesus’ disciples. 
Jesus trained only twelve men; yet it is from eleven of these that the worldwide 
Church derives. We must not be afraid of small groups. A handful of people, 
properly trained, can spearhead a movement of vast proportons. “Evangelism 
Explosion” is a startling phenomonen of our times. We are not to preach to men 


once and go off to others; we are.to train these men that they may become 
effective disciples. 


(2) “baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 

Our evangelism should always be church-related. Our aim is to bring people into 
full membership of the Church. Baptism is a sign of entering upon membership. It is 
also a sign of our relationship with the Trinitarian God-with God the Father, who made 
us and planned our salvation, with God the Son, who died for us in order to make that 
salvation possible, and with God the Spirit, who applies that salvation to us personally 
and enables us to work it out in a life of obedience. In Chinese society baptism is 


often a major step, as it marks a complete break with the past. It is a step which we 
must encourage converts to take. 


(3) “and teach them to obey all that I have commanded you.” 

What should be the content of our teaching? We should teach wnat Jesus taught. 
Although it is rash to attempt to summarize the teaching of Jesus in so short a space, 
there are three important elements which are conveniently reproduced for us in Mark 8:- 

(a) Believe that he is the Christ. With his confession in verse 29, “You are the 
Messiah”, Peter reveals that he understands what Jesus has been seeking to show 
him. It is in their failure to acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, as the divine Son 
of God, that heretical sects fall down. 

(b) Understand the meaning of his death and resurrection. We read in verse 31: *Then 
Jesus began to teach his disciples: ’The Son of Man must suffer much and be 
rejected by the elders, bur three days later he will rise to life.’” Only when 
his disciples recognized him as the Christ was Jesus able to go on to the next 
stage-preparing them for his death and resurrection. From 10:45 we understand 


that his death was the ransom price for our sin. His resurrection enables us to 
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enjoy new life. When we understand these things, we must respond by an act of 
faith and committal. That is how a man begins the Christian life. 

(c) Become a disciple. In verse 34 Jesus begins: “If anyone wants to come with me, 
he must forget self, carry his cross, and follow me.” He calls us to that life of 
discipleship mentioned earlier. The standards are high: the Sermon on the Mount 
is not for.casual reading. We must not neglect to tell others what Christ expects 
of them after they begin their Christian walk. 


3. JESUS’ PROMISE 


The promise is: “And I will be with you always, to the end of the age.” Itisa 
great promise, and it contains two elements:- 
(1) Encouragement 
To live the Christian life seems a formidable task in itself, but to open our mouths 
and tell others about it seems even more difficult. That is why we need to know the 


encouragement of Christ’s presence. If he 13 with us, we need not feel so afraid after 
all. 


(2) Challenge 

Is it so obvious that Christ is with us? If we are to be effective in evangelism. 
others should be able to see that Christ is in the Church. There should be a quality 
of life here which cannot be found outside. Unless Christlikeness is the mark of his 


people, those outside will have no means of recognizing him. He must therefore be 
incarnate in every one of us. 


IMPRESSIONS OF TAIWAN. 
Rev. David Woodworth 


Smiling, happy faces. Cheerful hospitality gladly given. 
A warm welcome and Christian fellowship in every part 
of the island. These are the indelible memories of six 
happy weeks spent among the Anglicans (and others) in ; 
Taiwan. You took us to your hearts, and part of our being 
remains with you, always. 

There is hope for the church of God, from Fr Chen/’s 
growing congregation in Ping Tung to. Dr Yu’s mighty. 


efforts in the isolation of Hualien; from the work with 
university students in Tainan to the outreach among the 
pupils at Hsinpu; through increased evangelisation through the structures of the church 
Kindergartens up and down the whole of your beautiful island. But these opportunities 
may not be allowed to lie idle. They must be grasped, for opportunities unused drift into 
hopes unfulfilled and fall, ultimately, into‘ the hopelessness that does nothing but slowly 
die. | 

What are the impressions upon which I base these remarks? Simply, these: 

First, folk religions, Buddhism, and Taoism, are much stronger than we had antic- 
ipated. In an article for an Irish church magazine I wrote that I had seen more new 
temples in 14 days in southern Taiwan than I had seen new churches in 14 years in western 
Europe. Christians will have to find a more eastern way of expressing their faith, and of 
worship, and of building churches, before they make a really deep impression on their 
brother Chinese. St Paul’s, Kaohsiung, and Good Shepherd. Taipei, are fine examples 
of how this can be done with Church buildings 

Secondly, there appears to be a language problem which is remarkably similar to 
one which beset the the Church of Ireland 400 years ago. Then, English was the language 
of a minority group, and Irish (Gaelic) was the language of the vast majority of the 
ordinary people. English was the language of most of the Anglican Church’s mission, 
preaching, and teaching; so Anglicans have always remained a very small group in Irish 
society. For many Chinese in Taiwan, Taiwanese (Hokkien) is their spoken language, 
even though Mandarin is widely taught and understood. It seems to me that there are 
great opportunities for worship and preaching. when it is done in the Taiwanese language. 

Thirdly, there are the Kindergartens, These raise money for the parishes, making 
them financially independent, and able to help their less prosperous neighbours. This 
sharing of resources shows an excellent grasp of the Christian principle of bearing 
one another’s burdens. Thus do St Peter’s, Chia Yi, and St Paul’s, Kaohsiung, hope to 
help Fr David Lai in setting up a kindergarten in Chiading, in September. Yet these 
Kindergartens are also a field of rich pastoral opportunity. Here is the chance for the 


church to shew herself to be a caring “community; shewing a genuine interest in, and 
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concern for, each child and his whole family, simply because this will bring the love 
of Christ into their lives. 

Like the writer of the letter to the Hebrews, time (or rather, space), would fail 
me to tell what is in my heart, and to give thanks to all those who gave so much of 
their time to me and to Mary. We have made Taiwan known in Ireland, through TV, 
through General Synod, through talks, and sermons, and magazine articles. We thank you 
all, for all that you have given to us, for is much indeed. We thank you through your 
kind and friendly Bishop, James Pong. Our thanks are expressed here in Ireland, not 
least by Ora Pan’s painting, which hangs in a place of honour in the entry to our home. 

God bless you all! 


INTRODUCING ADVENT CHURCH, HSINPU 


It was Ist May 1970. On this, the first really warm day of the year, the fans were 
whirling at St. John’s Cathedral as the funeral service of Bishop James Wong took place, 
When the service was over, there followed a journey of about fifty minutes across the 
city to the North Western sector, out through Shihlin to Tamsui, and then along the 
undulating coastal road, with rice fields much in evidence, to Hsinpu. There, in a bare 
patch of ground, not far from the college’s entrance gate, the late Bishop was interred. 

Why was this chosen as his burial spot? It was because the establishment of a techn- 
ical institute was the result of his dream. The institute opened in September 1967 with 
Rev. David Echols as chaplain. As there was no church building, a classroom was used 
for worship. Home meetings began among the staff, and a small student fellowship 
came into being. When David Echols returned to the U.S.A. in May 1969. the spiritual 
work of the school became the responsibility of avseminary graduate, Miss Grace Chang. 


Bishop Pong with ten newly confirmed students after 


the service on Palm Sunday of this year. 


Rev. Edmund Der and Charles Chen came to conduct worship services, which were now 
held in the music room. On 2nd April 1969 Rev. Samuel Chen conducted the first baptism 
service for eleven of the students. An old-style Japanese house was then utilized for 
worship. In August of that year, Rev. Charles Chen became school chaplain, combining 


this with accountancy work. At the Church’ s 1970 convocation it was agreed that Advent 
Church be called a mission station; and at the 1972 convocation it was promoted to a 


parish with its own Bishop’s Committee. Up to this time, however, there was no church 
building. ; 

It had been intended much earlier to build a church there, but funds would not per-~ 
mit this. After Bishop Wong was buried in the grounds of the the institute, however, 
it was agreed that a church should be built as soon as funds became available, as a 
memorial to the late Bishop, and that the “altar” should mark the site of his grave. 
The ground breaking ceremony took place on April 25th 1972, followed by the laying of 
the foundation stone on Ilth June. The new church was consecrated by Bishop Pong on 
17th February in the the following year. It was by far the most elaborate structure in 
the diocese, and was capable of holding up to 350 worshippers. Worship was now held 
here, and in September 1973 the old building came to be used as a kindergarten. Rev. 
Charles Chen went to Ireland for further training in 1975, and his place was taken by 


David Chee, who was subsequently ordained. Rev. Canon Edmund Der, who had been 
for a time assistant principal of the school, returned to Hong Kong in 1976. 


The present work falls into four parts. First there is mission to non-Christian students 
of the institution. Secondly there is the student fellowship. David Chee is concerned to 
train these young people so that they may become effective church workers and witnessing 
Christians on the campus. Thirdly there is fellowship among staff members, most of 
whom have come from other Episcopal churches on the island. Fourthly there is ministry 
to those who live outside the school campus. This largely means Sunday School work, 


though it was encouraging recently to see the first adult member of the congregation 
who had come from outside the school. 


The fellowship’s basketball team at the inter-church 
sports meet last November. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH REV. PEYTON CRAIGHILL 


RWT: We are sorry Peyton,’ that after the shortest archdiaconate in the history of 
the Taiwan Episcopal Church, you now find it necessary to return to the States. We 
know that you would remain with us if you could. and we shall miss you here very 
much. Your relationship with the Chinese people has been a long one. Can you tell us 


where you were born? 


PGC: In Nanchang, Kiangsi Province, on the China Mainland, where my parents 
were missionaries. Later my father became Bishop of Anking. I remained there until 
I was seven years old, and the Sino-Japanese war began. For two years we lived in 
Shanghai; then we moved to Wuhu in Anhwei Province. We left China in 1941, when I 
was 11, just before the Pearl Harbor incident. 


RWT: Your wife Mary was also born in China, wasn’t she? 


PGC Yes, she was born in Shanghai. Her parents were professors at St. John’s Univer- 
sity. She left Shanghai about the same as I did-but she was only 4 years old at the 
time. Her family went to Hawaii, and were in Honolulu at the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. 


RWT: Do you have any memories of those early days? 


PGC: I have some vivid ones. Some of them very happy. I remember two weeks 
spent in Peking in the summer of 1940. I also remember holidays spent at a resort in 
the mountains, appropriately called Kuling: there we had a great time hiking, swim- 
ming and so on. I remember the Chinese Kindergarten, in which I was the only child 
without black hair. In those days I spoke a kind of Kiangsi vernacular, There are other 
memories that are not so pleasant: during the war years there were many sad and frigh- 


tening things; but the happy memories prevail. 
RWT: Let’s take a big step now. How was it that you eventually came here to Taiwan? 


PGC: During my college days I felt a strong attachment to China, but I did not know 
how it was going to work out. In seminary I had no particular thoughts of a missionary 
career until the final year. Even then, I felt I needed some pastoral experience first in 
the U.S.A. I served at the Church of the Redeemer, Baltimore, for three years; then, 
one day, I noticed an item in a church publication concerning the need for someone to 
work in Taiwan. Casually, I decided to follow this up. I hadn’t realized things would 
move so quickly. Within a week, I was in New York discussing the possibilities. Yet, 
Strangely enough, I was sent first of all to look after an English speaking congregation 
in Okinawa. This did not mean that I saw nothing of Taiwan. In the Spring of 1958 I 


was invited to go there for a little time as Rev. John Caton was due (or furlough. Some 
of the things I saw surprised mé. For instance, there were those wile thought the best 
way to ensure church growth was to supply relief goods and immediately baptize those 
who came forward for help! It was in August 1959 that I moved to Taiwan permanently. 
Just about the first thing that happened after my arrival was that a strong typhoon blew 
over the bamboo parish hall at St. John’s. Through the influence of Archdeacon Gilson, 
the situation of the Taiwan Episcopal Church was improving. ais 


RWT: When you compare those early days with the present time, what are the main 
differences that you observe? 


PGC: In those days much more work was done by lay people who had come over from 
the Mainland, for clergy were in short supply. There was, however, much confusion 
and lack of organization, and there was a significant absence. of good clerical leadership. 
Now we have strong clerical leadership, and the diocese is well institutionalized, but 
there is a lack of initiativo among lay people. There are, of course, other contrasts-for 
instance, between the austere conditions under which people lived in those days and the 


incredible affluence of the present day. 


RWT: When people think of your work in Taiwan, it is your work at the seminary 
which thy chiefly remember. How long have you been connected with the seminary? 


PGC: I was appointed in July 1961 and remained there till January 1978. This period 
included three study leaves. 


RWT: What contributions do you feel you have been able to make there? 


PGC: I have been able to give a better understanding of the meaning of worship, and 
to show the importance of growth in the Spirit. I have sought to bring emphasis on field 
education as something more than simply going out to work in the churches. We have. 
tried also to put more emphasis on research. 

RWT: Now that it seems you can no longer work in Taiwan, what plans do you 
have for the future? 

PGC: I shall seek to help the American Episcopal Church toward a more mission- 
directed approach to ministry. I would like to see people getting away from their in- 
grown pattern of church life, so that they may think more of their total commitment to 
mission. Whether this will be done in a seminary, at national church level, or ina 


parish remains to be seen. There are several possibilities open to me. 
RWT: What developments would you like to see in the Taiwan Episcopal Church? 
PGC: There are four issues which I think are very important:- 


1, The rekindling of our vision for mission. We should take this more seriously in 
relation to the whole of society. We are not a chaplaincy for Mainland refugees. 
2. Greater emphasis on research and development concerning how we may do our work 
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of mission more effectively. 
The strengthening of lay ministry as a part of this total thrust. 
We should seek to keep up and strengthen the contribution we have made to the 


promotion of church unity 


RWT: We are grateful to you for sparing us your time during these very busy days 
prior to your departure. We wish God’s blessing not only upon yourself, but also on 
Mary, and your two children, Cecily and Peyton. We know that, although separated by 
thousands of miles, we shall continue to to be united in our concern for God’s work in 


this land. 


Rey. Peyton Craighill with other clergy, photographed on the day. when Rey. 
Wang Hsien-chih received his doctorate. 


A picture of Mary Craighill, with the children, Cecily and Peyton. 


AROUND THE CHURCHES 


Holy Trinity, Keelung 
The outside of the new building is now completed, but the interior still requires 
plenty of work. 


Advent, Hsinpu 
A graduation fellowship is to be started for former Hsinpu students, This will have 
met for the first tirst time in Taipei on 17th June. 


s 


St. Peter’s, Chiayi 
Two children from the Kindergarten won prizes recently in a painting competition 
featuring contestants from all over the country. . 


St. Andrew’s,Chiading 
The new buildings are now ready; Kindergarten work can therefore begin in July. 


The work of this church is now conducted in Taiwanese, as well as in Mandarin. 


Grace Church, Tainan 
The Taiwanese congregation continues to grow. Recently two young people were 
confirmed, a boy and a girl. 


St. Michael’s House, Tainan 

Because of the decrease in the number of local foreigners, English services will 
henceforth be restricted to the first Sunday of the month. At the time of going to 
press, it looks as if the number of Christians in the hostel when the autumn term begins 


will be much too small. 


St. Paul’s. Kaohsiung 

There are plans for two separate congregations here. In the smaller building, St. 
Timothy’s, a Taiwanese congregation will worship; Fr.Ou is responsible for this. In the 
larger building, St. Paul’s a Mandarin congregation will worship; Rev. Andrew Huang 


will be responsible for this. Both churches have recently installed air conditioning. 
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


Rey. and Mrs Peyton Craighill 

Changes in the regulations of rhe American Episcopal Church concerning missionary 
support have made it impossible for the Craighills to continue their ministry in Taiwan. 
Peyton therefore left on 4th June, and Mary and the children a few days later. Peyton 
commanded much respect in in the Taiwan Episcopal Church, having served faithfully 
here for so many years, and his leaving creates a gap which it is hard to fill. An article 
appears in another part of this magazine. We shall continue to print the articles on tr- 


aditional Chinese religions. 


The Ven. Cheung Wing Ngok 

The Ven. Cheung Wing Ngok, Archdeacon of Hong Kong since 1970, was elected 
Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Hong Kong and Macao at a special Synod on May 
18. He was consecrated on June 13th at St. John’s Cathedral, Hong Kong. Bishop Pong, as 
Chairman of the CCEA and Metropolitan of the Diocese of Hong Kong, was Chief Con- 
secrator, with Bishop Gilbert Baker of Hong Kong, Bishop Chiu Ban It of Singapore, and 
Bishop Luke Chhoa of Sabah as Co-consecrators. While in Hong Kong, Bishop Pong 
preached the Baccalaureate Sermon for Chung Chi College, Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, on June 10. 
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